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Thank you for the opportunity to speak on behalf of the World Medical Association and World Health 

Professions Alliance. 

 

We appreciate the work undertaken by WHO on the new Global Action Plan (GAP) 2013-2020 against NCDs. 

We as health professionals would especially emphasize universal and equitable access to health care as a 

human right. We are pleased as well to see the inclusion of the life course approach in the principles, but 

are disappointed that this is not reflected in the Global Monitoring Framework on NCDs. This issue must be 

addressed comprehensively. Children are an important target group in the prevention of NCDs and should 

be taught principles of a healthy lifestyle at an early age. Therefore the targets and indicators on physical 

activity, obesity, alcohol and tobacco use should include children as a target group. 

 

We emphasize that reducing the burden of NCDs necessarily requires a holistic person and people centered 

health system, which is built around primary health care, including treatment, rehabilitation and oral 

health. Person centered health care, taking account of the individual’s situation, and people centered 

health care, focusing on general public health, both are crucial to ensure a quality health care system. We 

would add these approaches in the wording of objective 4. 

 

We very much welcome the recognition in the GAP of comorbidities and the links between communicable 

diseases, SDH and other conditions. WHPA defines health system strengthening as improving health 

systems at the point of service by increasing the number and appropriate distribution of qualified health 

professionals per head of population. 

 

As stated in the vision statement, a sustainable political and financial commitment is crucial to the success 

of the fight against NCDs. This will only be possible with a multi-sectoral response. We therefore urge WHO 

to develop a specific objective item on this crucial aspect.  

 
 


